The major includes six required courses. In Political Science, students take one course from each of the discipline's three major subfields: American government, comparative politics, and international politics. In Legal Studies, students learn about a variety of legal problems and develop insights into the ways that cultural forces, social change, intellectual debate, and historical developments shape law.
Based on the program's goal to cultivate driven learners engaged in purposeful learning, students have the flexibility to pursue elective courses of study based on their unique interests. This involves selecting three electives from a wide-range of upper-level Political Science and Legal Studies courses, with at least one at the 400 level. These can also include relevant internships, study away programs, and directed study courses, in which students work one-on-one with a faculty member.
The Politics and Law major culminates with the Seminar in Politics and
Law. This required Capstone course provides students with a distinctive experience in a focused learning community that is reserved for seniors in the major. By drawing on their previous years of study and integrating their civic values, knowledge, and skills, students generate a personal viewpoint that has the potential to influence conversations about complex problems.
Political Science Concentration -Mission Statement
The concentration in Political Science allows students to go beyond a minor in preparing themselves for a world shaped by political questions and decisions.
Concentrators learn key facts, terms, and background information on critical political issues in at least two political science subfields, so that they can understand primary documents, academic literature, and coverage of these issues in the popular press. Students examine the theories and conceptual models used to describe, explain, and predict events, so that they move beyond seeing political events as simply a series of distinct cases. Concentrators learn the research methods of the field, so that they can produce their own analysis of public policy issues and independent research. Bryant's curriculum includes American politics, comparative politics, international relations, and political philosophy.
Political Science Concentration
Students completing the Political Science concentration will demonstrate the ability to:
• Define or describe key concepts, specific facts, and critical political issues, and correctly apply this information to particular examples.
• Use conceptual models and theories to analyze political events and decisions.
• Identify and discuss the methods used in political science research.
• Apply the methods of political science in making convincing arguments supported by evidence and reasoning.
Political Science Minor -Mission Statement
The minor in Political Science prepares students for a world shaped by political questions and decisions. Minors learn key facts, terms, and background information on critical political issues, so that they can understand primary documents, academic literature, and coverage of these issues in the popular press. Students examine the theories and conceptual models used to describe, explain, and predict events, so that they move beyond seeing political events as simply a series of distinct cases. Minors learn the research methods of the field, so that they can produce their own analysis of public policy issues and independent research. Bryant's curriculum includes American politics, comparative politics, international relations, and political philosophy.
Political Science Minor
Students completing the Political Science minor will demonstrate the ability to:
• Define or describe key concepts specific facts, and critical political issues, and correctly apply this information to particular examples.
International Legal Studies Concentration -Mission Statement
The concentration in International Legal Studies allows students to go beyond a minor in preparing themselves for a deeper understanding of how differences in laws around the globe as well as how international law shape domestic legal systems. By acquiring knowledge of international law and comparative law, concentrators are able to analyze the many facets of the law as a social phenomenon-its origins, evolution, function, and effects. Concentrators learn key facts, terms, and background information on the international legal system as foreign legal systems and develop an understanding of how international and domestic laws affect societies around the world. Students examine theories and conceptual models used to analyze legal issues and the methods necessary to produce their analysis of legal problems. Students who complete the concentration are prepared for graduate programs (law school in particular) and a variety of professional paths in government as well as for-profit and not-for-profit organizations.
International Legal Studies Concentration
Students completing the international Legal Studies concentration will demonstrate the ability to
• Define or describe key concepts, specific facts, and critical issues in comparative and international law, and to correctly apply this information to particular examples.
• Use conceptual models and theories to analyze legal cases.
• Identify and discuss the methods used in legal studies research.
• Apply the methods of legal studies in making convincing arguments supported by evidence and reasoning
Legal Studies Concentration -Mission Statement
The concentration in American Legal Studies allows students to go beyond a minor in preparing themselves for a deeper understanding of how law shapes the American society. Concentrators learn how law operates in the American society and the many facets of the law as a social phenomenon-its origins, evolution, function, and effects. Concentrators learn key facts, terms, and background information on the US legal system so that they can understand primary sources, academic literature, and how these issues impact the American society. Students examine theories and conceptual models used to analyze American law and the methods necessary to produce their own analysis of legal issues. Students who complete the concentration are prepared for graduate programs (law school in particular) and for a variety of professional paths in government as well as for-profit and not-for-profit organizations. This is a non-interdisciplinary concentration.
Legal Studies Concentration
Students completing the American Legal Studies concentration will demonstrate the ability to
• Define or describe key concepts, specific facts, and critical issues of U.S. law, and correctly apply this information to particular examples;
• Use conceptual models and theories to analyze legal events and decisions;
• Identify and discuss the methods used in legal studies research;
• Apply legal science methods in making convincing arguments supported by evidence and reasoning.
Legal Studies Minor -Mission Statement
The minor in Legal Studies exposes students to the study of "law in context." Minors acquire familiarity with the ways in which law operates in society and the many facets of the law as a social phenomenon its origins, evolution, function, and effects. Furthermore, minors are exposed to practical skills needed to analyze legal phenomena and to investigate legal resources, broadly defined.
Legal Studies Minor
Students completing the Legal Studies minor will demonstrate the ability to:
• Define or describe key concepts, specific facts, and critical issues of U.S. and international law, and to correctly apply this information to particular examples.
• Apply the methods of legal studies in making convincing arguments supported by evidence and reasoning.
The Legal Studies curriculum encourages an under-standing of ethical thinking in legal problem solving. The ability to engage in legal problem solving enhances personal analytical skills. Students can select courses that will prepare them for law school, give them information that will be valuable for a variety of careers in the United States and around the globe or simply offer a better understanding of law and government.
Major
• LGLS 230. Introduction to Legal Studies. 3 Credit Hours. This introductory law course provides an overview of the American legal system. The course introduces students to various areas of law including the sources of law and the court system, constitutional law, civil law and procedure, criminal law and procedure, and the regulatory state. The course also explores the connection of the American legal system with the international legal system and the legal systems of other countries. Students will acquire foundational understanding of the ways in which the American legal system operates and enhance their ability to analyze and resolve problems. Session Cycle: Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 320. Global Legal Traditions. 3 Credit Hours. This course introduces students to the comparative study of law. Students learn how laws differ from the across countries. The course places national laws in the broader context of major legal traditions, including common law, which has been the most influential in shaping American law. Each tradition is examined in terms of its institutions and substantive law, its founding concepts and methods, its attitude towards the concept of change and its teaching on relations with other traditions and peoples. Session Cycle: Fall Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 330. Criminal Law and Procedure. 3 Credit Hours. This course focuses on criminal law and procedure. Students learn about the foundations of criminal responsibility, the definition of common crimes, and criminal procedural requirements. The objectives of this course are to learn the substantive and procedural criminal procedure, gain knowledge of constitutional rights in the context of criminal law and procedure, and gain an understanding of the moral, philosophical, and public policy considerations in the use of criminal sanctions. LGLS 356. Law and the Digital World. 3 Credit Hours.
The course provides an overview of legal and policy issues related to the impact of modern technology on society. Students are exposed to the key laws, regulations and cases relating to the digital world. The course is divided in four sections: a study of the infrastructure of the Internet and its regulation; the protection of individual rights in the cyberspace; the protection of society from cyber threats; and the regulation of private companies operating in the digital world. The course explores the legislative and technology landscape in this dynamic area and provides students with opportunities to discuss cutting-edge issues at the intersection of law, technology, and policy. Session Cycle: Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS LGLS 360. Law and Society. 3 Credit Hours. This course is an introduction to the field of law and society. Students examine the nature of law and what we can and cannot expect it to do for us; the manner in which law and legal categories shape society; the role of lawyers, judges and other legal actors in the legal system; the basic structure of the judiciary and how cases flow through the court system, and controversial legal issues in such areas as business, medicine, and gender. Emphasis is placed on issues that illustrate the interaction between law and social control and law and social change. The course draws from a variety of perspectives including sociology, political science, history and philosophy. A major goal of the course is to give students a practical foundation in the critical assessment of law and legal thinking as well as improving their ability to make arguments in writing and orally. Session Cycle: Fall, Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 380. Sport and the Law. 3 Credit Hours. Sport acts as a prism on society. Sport can reflect and forecast changes in our society on local, regional, national and international levels. These changes and their interrelationship with Sport are studied in this class. Prerequisites:
LGLS 211 or LGLS 220 Session Cycle: Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 381. International Law. 3 Credit Hours.
International law encompasses the binding rules, norms and principles that govern the interaction among states. This course will introduce students to the basic concepts and problems of international law and of the international legal system, and will cover topics in this field such as the sources of international law, sovereignty, jurisdiction and responsibility of states, treaty law, non-intervention principles, the relationship between international law and national law, dispute resolution and international litigation. It will also address newer themes in international law such as the impact of international organizations and other "actors" in international law, international criminal law, the use of force and terrorism, and international environmental law. LGLS 443. Legal Ethics. 3 Credit Hours.
Thinking deeply about the nature of "the Good" is the starting point for investigating the purposes of law. To this end, Legal Ethics introduces the student to the leading ethical systems that have guided human thought about the Good. Using examples from both U.S. and international law, the course helps the student to integrate an understanding of ethical systems and theories of moral development into the study of law broadly considered. For qualified students, this course may be taken as a 500 level graduate content level course. Permission of the instructor is required. Prerequisites: Sophomore standing and one 300-level Legal Studies course or permission of the instructor Session Cycle: Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 451. International Business Law. 3 Credit Hours. This course will address both the broader issues of government control of international business and the process of doing business overseas. It will compare the unique culture and legal systems of the United States, Europe, Japan and the Middle East. In addition, the course will focus on the mechanics of doing business overseas under international agreements such as GATT, NAFTA and the European Union. Prerequisites:
LGLS 211 or permission of the instructor Session Cycle: Fall, Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 490. Seminar in Politics and Law. 3 Credit Hours. This seminar is designed as an interdisciplinary capstone course for students in the Politics and Law major. It will include an in-depth examination of a selected theme in politics and law. Each student will work intensively with the instructor to complete a major research project on a topic of their choice, which will be presented to the entire seminar. This course is cross-listed with POLS 490. Prerequisites: Politics and Law major and senior standing Session Cycle: Fall Yearly Cycle: Annual.
LGLS 497. Directed Study in Legal Studies. 3 Credit Hours.
Under faculty supervision, students pursue a well defined area of interest in legal studies. Prerequisites:
LGLS 211 or LGLS 220 and permission of the instructor.
LGLS ST300. Law, Religion and Society. 3 Credit Hours.
The intersections of law and religion in society continue to spark discussion, dissent and conflict in the US and abroad. This course takes a broad comparative perspective to investigate issues of American and global concern where an understanding of the dynamics of religion, belief, spirituality and the state are essential. Working with primary and secondary sources from various jurisdictions, students learn about theories, sources, and key concepts as well as contemporary debates involving religious liberty in the US, under international law and in a select number of foreign jurisdictions. Topics include protection of religious freedom; religion and women's rights; religion and the state; religion and criminal justice; religion and education; religion in the workplace; religion and health; religion and security; religion and business.
LGLS ST400. Special Topics in Legal Studies Corporations Devils or Angels?. 3 Credit Hours. "Corporations: Devils or Angels" is a special topic course designed to analyze, in an empirically informed way, the relationship between law and morality as well as law and the political, economic and cultural realms. The course focuses on corporations, which are legal entities created and regulated by state law: it traces their historical emergence, looks at the rights under the Constitution and examine impact of these legal entities on the economy, politics, and culture. One 300 level Legal Studies course and sophomore standing. Prerequisites: 300 or 400-level Legal Studies course.
Political Science Courses

POLS 241. Introduction to Global Politics. 3 Credit Hours.
This course is an introduction to the field of global politics, also known as international relations. It focuses on a variety of interconnected topics, including the development of the nation-state system and political interactions among countries over issues of war and peace, human rights, and economic and environmental policies. We also explore the evolution and work of international institutions such as the United Nations and the World Bank, and non-governmental international organizations such as environmental and human rights groups. This course is cross-listed with GLOB 241. Session Cycle: Fall, Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
POLS 256. Government and Society in America. 3 Credit Hours.
This is an introductory course about the role of U.S. government in American society. After tracing the development of the U.S. Constitution, the course surveys a range of topics including Congress, the presidency, the Supreme Court, federalism, political parties and elections, interest groups, civil liberties, and civil rights. Contemporary domestic policy debates are also covered. Session Cycle: Fall, Spring Yearly Cycle: Annual.
POLS 290. Honors Politics of the Global System. 3 Credit Hours.
This honors course explores the current global political system.It examines major historical developments that shaped the actors and power distribution of the current system. Next, it explores competing international relations theories that attempt to explain the main motivations and realities guiding the behavior of actors in the system. Then, it focuses on contemporary issues with global implications. Subsequently, it examines recent and future challenges faced by particular key actors in the system as they attempt to shape the global system of the future. It concludes by returning to the system level to consider the prospects for global cultural clashes or peace through globalization. What is the nature of the relationships that exist between government and business, politics and economy, power and money in the United States? And why do these relationships matter? In this course, we will use these questions as a starting-point from which to undertake a critical examination of these relationships as they exist today and to consider where they might be heading in the future, and to generate conclusions about their potential implications -political, economic, and social. This course examines the political, economic, and social structures of the broad array of countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle East that make up the developing world. The major challenges faced by these countries and strategies adopted to address them will be identified and analyzed. A historical overview of the evolution of the developing world will explore the impact of colonialism and issues of post-colonialism. Issues of gender, race, ethnicity, sustainable development and the environment will also be explored. 
